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suolCane Klyof Grenada.,,\\ 407

trite. It is one of the most beautiful and remarkable genera
among the sedentary Annélides ; but the species now described
differs from'the. typycal species, in having more than two ten-
tacular filaments at the mouth ; so that the generic character
of Cuvier and Lamarck will require some modification in
order to the reception of it.

Berwick on T.Med My 28. 1833.
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winged Insect, on the Sugar Canes of Grenada, mcludmg some

beaRagtsi on dts; Hﬂﬁatf 5 by a SuBsGRIBER, in)Grenada ;. with. ad-
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"“‘w“i‘silzillﬂfE h?s ‘béen mf'ested with'a speéneﬁs* 6 insect’ that
Areaténs no only great injury‘to the present erop'of 'sigar
Déahefg’but aTso to" render the la’hnﬁfs of the plantéy 'éhth‘é%y
qutlw for” thé next' crdp” The' ‘Ap%% *ﬁuc” 1161?, vine-
fretter, blight, or canie fly, as'the insect'is here térmed by the
E}dnters has’ long afforded dn interesting stnﬂy‘ to' the "fd-
alist, and béen’ a ‘pest - to the husbandman and gardenét,
End tioéiwéll knbwn tU “require particilar® &‘es‘él*lptlén AR |
31 61?* aware ‘that any “species’ of insect”‘hithérto’ noticed
JB S aféfo f’t udhtﬂle eitlier ‘innumber ' or “destrie-
'” MT ane 1y, Werh f#fnmw” i*éiﬂégdtmg and
{i’;ﬁgpi H‘ﬁw the' tr'c?ai' QiAo TR eblon.
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each:of 'these' punctures -from ' five to fifteen eggs are de~
positedsy and .each-egg 'is' placed transversely with 'respect' to
the direction of the fibre of the cane, which serves toloverlap
them, and ‘thusafford- a protection from the many enemies
. they: thave vamong - the 1nsect race.: The lapertate . is: then
covered by a very light substance resembling that which
protects the eggs and. young of various species of spider
(Aranea), ‘This substance is always observed to be attached
to the posterior part of the body of the insect, and to cover
the two spines placed there, and which are characteristic of
the genus. When the insect appears on the surface:of the
leaf; afterqts first transformation, it seems dull and inactive,
and (is1generally covered with a light floss -of' the substance
-dlieady, mentioned ;. but having. changed  its skiny, which, it
leavas, perfectand  attached to.the leaf, it 'becomes - lively;
active, and voracious, and joins, in-the work: of; propagation
&ﬁd dﬁﬁ'trﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ.m:g: Yo (1951 s 1o | oauasadl znoleviosdi
i There eanl be no -doubt, or jat most: butlittle,- that the
Afpl}ide,s_.do;nqt select the sugar cane merely as a/medium
forthe deposition of - their eggs; but  that,! like: millions: -of
othet creatures, they also regale themselves, with its' sweets;
andy firomtheir, numbers, literally bleed  the: plant. to death!
Thie A phis sacchari, for such it ought to be called according
to; Linhsean nomenelature, like most of the tribe, produces in
great abundance the substance called honey-dew, so much so;
that the,upper surface of the. leaf infected is covered over.
with.it: -Thisosubstance, when «dry, becomes black and;of /a
light texture,iwhich, being nearly insoluble in,water, destroys
orianterquptsothe action of the ;atmospherg;jand aidsidin,the;
génenal destructioh ofthe plant., [ uotinieie avud o FUETe(0f;
2nd hig destructive insect; which mightiibave, at first; been,
eabilyi -.=,ex1|¢dmilghtﬁﬂ, -hias ‘mowoyenrun; a)great part! of: this:
islandy; énd) thas sbaffleds. every. attempt; imade: to: destroy its:
ceuntless|offsprinig: s, »Lliere is no -ddubt that,,although they:
are new in this:/¢élony, theymust have-béen known in many
othenipailts (of.our tropical; regions; and sinformation on this
point and on.any othér pointcof the subject: will,;be -much:
valieds o Accompanying-this,: I;send yyou /specimens; of the
fall-grawn insects with-a specimen;of the diseased: leaf,-and;a
mmﬁfd sketch] ( fig. 5441 b) of the/insect, i ease:of, the loss;
.the insect itself,, Adthough thisispecies ofl the, Alphis.genes:
rally «confingés ditself, to)-the isugar cane, (Saccharum’ officina=
rum Ly )y -bike a8 other, species; of 1A phis.severallyaddiet:
tiiﬂmsﬁlﬁﬁsm%d%s;iﬂm species ol plants yet it may be worthy:
of notice that I have found it on the Paspalum. distichum, Ly,
a, grass of so eppesite a.nature, that it has here, obtained- the:
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name-of sour grass, although the taste is more that of a bitter
with-a slight'acidity, and; being avoided by cattle, horses, &c.;,
1s ‘considered poisonous. st ol 1 £ ) 91l
2oimons 1 Inam, Siry yoursy &c.iio ol
Grenada, March 13. 1833. /A 'SUBSCRIBER.
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dt?dztzonal Observations upon the Insect which infests the Sugar
. Canes in Grenada. By J. O. Westwoop, Esq. I.L.8. &c.
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o1l Sir,

2 As the circumstances detailed in the preceding communica-
tion, although here and there somewhat obscure, are of much
ititerest “in. a commercial point ‘of view, and as they add
another species to ‘a catalogue, already too extensive, of in=
sect destroyers of 'the sugar' cane, I trust/that the following'
observations thereupon will not be deemed unacceptable.’ "¢

o'Theinsect forming the subject. of the preceding account,
sabmitted” to- me for examination, proves, both from ‘your
dorrespondent’s sketch, and from various specimens contained
in'the” box “of " cotton ‘accompanying his remarks, to' be'a
Homopterous insect belonging to the Linnaean' genus Cicada,
and' to” the subgenus Délphax as restricted by Latreille.
Consequently your correspondent is in' error in'assigning’ to
it'the scientific name ‘of 'an''A’phis, although it is not’im=
probable that persons unacquainted with entomology in the
West' Indies may have bestowed upon it; 'from'its resem-«
blarce to- the»commion o plant ' lice,” 'the French-vernacular
namelof-the Afphides; puceron. ' Soalso yourcorresporident
appears to have gratuitously ' furnished> the insecty wihis:
deseription of ity with/'two spines, which, as'to'place, hel has
sssigried 1'to] the posterior - part oof ~the 'body} but whichy
glthougle-dhavactéristic of 'the genus A’phis;'are not found in’
the 'specimens which e 'has ‘himselfsforwarded cof the inseer
in‘guestiony nor, indeed; in RHF of the Cicadideel/!! 111 wsa 548
a2t rdoes not appear ‘quite 'clear in what! manner “the insect
attacks sthe plants.’ 'Y our correspondent, indeed, ‘nientions)
@ siiout andobeak vending dinl a-bristle,”? whieh e considers’
mal e for' the doublé purpose of depositing dts fege%@};*ﬂﬂdf'
extracting dtefoodi” JoAw) liowevery ithis of abtolule hedussnep
thatowe dshéuld ! be “perfecthy ncquainted withitheospeculiale
miodes o1 attackoof. ) ours insect depredutorsy’ beforé we dan’
dﬂﬁk%fﬂﬁiﬂﬁn g any lefféetual remedy for theip des &ﬁu@tiﬁi’,’i
it thay be allowed nie to-éndenvoury from the peculiar inatomy’
of these insects; from-analogy, and fnoﬁ(ﬂ‘iyt)ﬂi?!hél‘i‘@é ondent’s’
niotes, to “show ithe “real’ ¢ause of 'the' mischief, ©>Now; the’



