












	  REVISION OF THE GENUS SEMISSUS MELICHAR, 1906	 427

costal margin and dark brown longitudinal veins. Middle 
line of coryphe, pronotum, and scutellum sometimes 
with light yellow stripe, especially wide on coryphe. Legs 
with dark brown teeth, socle setae, and claws. Femorae 
and tibiae with dark brown longitudinal stripes. Female 
with dark brown middle part of abdominal sternites 
IV–VI, margins of gonoplacs and apex of anal tube. 

Etymology. The species name is derived from the 
name of daughters of Greek Titan Atlant – Hesperides 
(Εσπερίδες).

Key for species 

1(4).  Metope with wide dark brown or black transversal 
stripe near the base of �������������������������    clypeus and two pairs of 
large dark brown spots upper (�������������������   Fig.���������������    9). Fore wing 
with dark brown longitudinal veins (������� Fig.���  5)

2(3).  Metope strongly convex, visible in dorsal view 
(�������������������������������������������������      Fig.���������������������������������������������       5). Each dorso-lateral phallobase lobe with 
two distinct subapical processes without projec-
tions (������������  Figs��������   34, 35) . . . . .    S. acuminatus (Lethierry)

3(2).  Metope scarcely convex, invisible in dorsal view. 
Each dorso-lateral phallobase lobe with single 
subapical process bearing two lobe-shaped projec-
tions (Fig. 41) . . . . . . . . . . . .            S. hesperidus sp. nov.

4(1).  Metope without dark brown or black stripe and 
large spots. Fore wing with yellowish brown or 
brown longitudinal veins (������������������   Figs��������������    2������������  –�����������  4, 6������� –������ 8, 10)

5(6).  Fore wing with bifurcated Cubitus Anterior (CuA2). 
Hind tibia with 1 lateral tooth. Metatarsomere 
I with 1 intermediate socle seta. Hind margin 
of gonocoxa VIII lobe-shaped only proximally 
(Fig. 32) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   S. hyadicus sp. nov.

6(5).  Fore wing with simple Cubitus Anterior (CuA1). 
Hind tibia with 2 lateral teeth. Metatarsomere I 
with 2–3 intermediate socle setae. Hind margin of  
gonocoxa VIII with well developed through whole 
length lobe (Fig. 25)

7(8).  Coryphe broad (about 3 times as broad as long), 
anterior margin weakly convex (Fig. 3). Fore wing 
quite short (1.6 times as long as broad) (Fig. 6). 
Capitulum of stylus does not narrow to apex (in 
dorsal view) (Fig. 22). Hind margin of female ster-
num VII without process medially, approximately 
straight (Fig. 26). Each distal part of posterior 
connective laminae of gonapophyse IX with long 
process towards the apex (Fig. 24). Relatively small 
(males: 3.2–3.5 mm, females: 4.1 mm.)  . . . . . . . . .         	
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          S. pliadicus sp. nov.

8(7).  Coryphe quite long (about 2 times as broad as 
long), anterior margin obtusely angulate (Fig. 2). 
Fore wing quite long (about 2 times as long as 
broad). Capitulum of stylus narrows to apex (in 
dorsal view) (Fig. 15). Hind margin of female 
sternum VII with large process medially (Fig. 18). 
Each distal part of posterior connective laminae 

of gonapophyse IX without process towards the 
apex (Fig. 17). Relatively large (males: 3.6–3.9 mm, 
females: 4.2–4.9 mm.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   S. semissoides (Bergevin)

Remarks

According to the features of the male and female 
genitalia Semissus is a monophyletic genus, but contains 
two groups of species. One group with a single species 
– S. hesperidicus sp. nov. which has phallobase with only 
one pair of subapical processes (Fig. 41). This condition 
can be considered as a primitive one. This species is also 
characterized by weakly protruding distal parts of pos-
terior connective laminae towards the apex (Fig. 46) and 
hind margin of female sternum VII (Fig. 47). Another 
group includes S. acuminatus, S. hyadicus sp. nov., S. 
pliadicus sp. nov., and S. semissoides and is characterized 
by the phallobase having two pairs of subapical process-
es (Figs 12, 19, 27, 34). This condition can be treated as 
derived. Also S. acuminatus, S. hyadicus sp. nov., and S. 
pliadicus sp. nov. have distal parts of posterior connec-
tive laminae with long laterally processes towards the 
apex (Fig. 24) and S. semissoides, S. hyadicus sp. nov., 
and S. acuminatus have hind margin of female sternum 
VII with a median process (Figs 18, 33, 40). It is likely 
that the common ancestor of these two species sister-
groups had a structure of the penis and female genitalia 
similar to ones of S. hesperidicus sp. nov.
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