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Abstract

Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. is described, based on inclusions in the Eocene Baltic amber. A morphological 
phylogenetic analysis supports the placement of Gedanochila gen. nov. into the tribe Achilini. Definition, content and 
subdivisions of the tribe as well as position of extinct taxa placed within are briefly discussed.
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Introduction

Achilidae Stål, 1866 is one of the moderate-sized families of planthoppers, with 161 genera and 515 species 
respectively only counting for 6.5% and 3.7% of Fulgoromorpha diversity (Bourgoin 2022). The internal 
classification of the family is result of successive decisions, with first subdivision proposed by Metcalf (1938, 
1948), followed by Fennah (1950), Emeljanov (1991, 1992) and Emeljanov & Fletcher (2004). However, the 
addition of two extinct tribes: Ptychoptilini Emeljanov, 1990 (Emeljanov 1990) and Waghildini Szwedo, 2006 
(Szwedo 2006), and proposals to include Achilixiidae Muir, 1923 into Achilidae (Emeljanov 1991), to exclude 
them to Cixiidae (Liang 2001), or keeping them as a separate family (Urban & Cryan 2007), destabilized this 
classification. Currently, the classification of Achilidae includes 3 subfamilies and 11 recent and 2 extant tribes, 
while the placement of Ptychoptilini Emeljanov, 1990 remains unclear (Szwedo 2008; Brysz & Szwedo 2018, 2019; 
Emeljanov & Shcherbakov 2020; Bourgoin 2022).

Recent Achilidae are distributed worldwide, except for Arctic and Antarctic regions, reaching far north and south 
to earth’s temperate zones, but with higher diversity in the northern subtropical and temperate zones (Bourgoin, 
2022). Biology of species comprised in this family is very weakly known. Adults are supposed to suck phloem 
sap of trees and shrubs, and their nymphs, related to rotting wood, live under-bark, and presumably feed on fungal 
hyphae, possibly favouring Polyporales (O’Brien 1971, Asche 2015). In general, Achilidae seem more strongly 
associated with gymnosperms (Wilson et al. 1994) but they are also well linked with angiosperm Fagales and 
Ericales host plants (Bourgoin 2022), although adult plant associations remain unclear (Bartlett et al. 2018).

The fossil record of the family can be traced back to the Lower Cretaceous late Aptian deposits of Brazil 
(Hamilton 1990), making the family the second oldest planthopper extant taxon (ca. 115 Ma; Herrera-Flórez et al. 
2020) in the Fulgoroidea (Szwedo et al. 2004, Brysz & Szwedo 2018, 2019; Szwedo 2018). The most common tribe 
represented among amber inclusions is Achilini (Lefebvre et al. 2007, Szwedo 2006, Emeljanov & Shcherbakov 
2009; Brysz & Szwedo 2018, 2019), while several other fossil genera remain isolated in an incertae sedis position 
in the family classification (Bourgoin 2022). Because phylogenetically Achilidae is one of the basal families in 
Fulgoroidea (Bartlett et al. 2018; Brysz & Szwedo 2018, 2019), any new information allowing better documentation 
of the lineage and its evolution is of great importance for better understanding planthoppers evolution.
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Within Achilinae, the tribe Achilini Stål, 1866 combines most of known fossil taxa. It is also the only tribe 
further divided into subtribes based on branching of anal veins in hind wings and presence of subapical setae on 
metatarsomeres (for key see Emeljanov 1992): Achilina Stål, 1866, Cixidiina Emeljanov, 1992 and Elidipterina 
Fennah, 1950 (Emeljanov 1992). Currently, subtribe Achilina has no fossil record and comprises only 4 known 
species, all placed in monospecific genera: Achilus flammeus Kirby, 1819, Flatachilus diffinis (Walker, 1858), 
Olmiana argentina Guglielmino, Bückle et Emeljanov, 2010 and Ouwea doddi Distant, 1907; subtribe Cixidiina 
comprises 1 recent genus: Cixidia Fieber, 1866 with a rather complex inner taxonomy, and 1 fossil Angustachilus 
longirostris Lefebvre, Bourgoin & Nel, 2007; and the most numerous subtribe Elidipterina is composed of 12 
genera, 7 of which are monospecific—Metaphradmon Fennah, 1950; Paracatonidia Long, Yang & Chen, 2015; 
Paraphradmon Fennah, 1950; Parelidiptera Fennah, 1950; Phradmonicus Emeljanov, 1991; Prinoessa Fennah, 
1950 and Uniptera Ball, 1933, while the others comprises two (Booneta Distant, 1907 and Messeis Stål, 1862) or 
more species: Elidiptera Spinola, 1839—4; Faventilla Metcalf, 1948—5; Catonidia Uhler, 1896—10 (Bourgoin 
2022). Apart from these subtribes, the tribe Achilini comprises also 9 recent (among them 5 monospecific) and 
4 fossil incertae sedis genera. The latter go as follows: Protepiptera Usinger, 1940 and Psycheona Emeljanov & 
Shcherbakov, 2009 with 2 species each, as well as monospecific Protomenocria notata Emeljanov & Shcherbakov, 
2009 and Paratesum rasnitsyni Emeljanov & Shcherbakov, 2009.

Materials and methods

Material has been loaned from collection of Museum of Amber - Department of the Gdańsk Historical Museum, 
Gdańsk, Poland and from Centrum für Naturkunde (CeNak), Geologisch-Paläontologisches Institut, Hamburg 
Universität, Hamburg, Germany. No changes were made to the material without the approval of the collection’s 
curator.

Observations and documentation were made using stereoscopic microscope Leica M205A. Photographs were 
taken using Leica DM6000 attached to Leica M205A microscope under control the LAS Montage multifocus and 
Helicon Focus 7.6.1 Pro software packages. Variable illumination was used to record as much information as possible 
(Savazzi 2011); additional anaglyph photographs were obtained with LAS Montage multifocus software. This kind 
of imaging allows to extract the maximum of information from an amber fossil (Haug J.T. et al. 2008, Haug C. et 
al. 2011, Hörnig et al. 2016). Observations and documentation were proceeded in the Laboratory of Evolutionary 
Entomology and Museum of Amber Inclusions, University of Gdańsk. Photographs were readjusted using Adobe 
Photoshop Elements 6.0 and CorelPhoto-Paint X7 software packages. Drawings were made with camera lucida 
attached to Leica M2015A microscopes and readjusted with CorelDraw X7 package. To diminish distortions of 
image due to optical properties of amber and for more precise observations, specimens were placed under a thin 
layer of amber-friendly sugar solution and covered with a microscope slide.

Morphological terms used after proposals of Anufriev & Emeljanov (1988), Bartlett et al. (2014) and Asche 
(2015). Venation nomenclature based on Bourgoin et al. (2015), with following abbreviations: Pc+CA, precosta + 
costa anterior; CP, costa posterior; ScP, subcosta posterior; R, radius; ScP+R(+MA), common portion of subcosta 
posterior, radius and media anterior; MA, media anterior is always fused with vein R (apomorphy of the Hemiptera), 
so we use here abbreviated notion ScP+R denoting this common stem (Bourgoin et al. 2015); ScP+RA, common 
portion of subcostal posterior and radius anterior; RA, radius anterior; RP, radius posterior (with MA fused); 
MP, media posterior; CuA, cubitus anterior; CuP, cubitus posterior; Pcu, postcubitus; and A1, first anal vein. The 
naming and numbering of cells and areas of the tegmina is also based on Bourgoin et al. (2015). The metatibiotarsal 
formula LT-(T)/Mt1/Mt2 provides the number of spines on the side of the metatibia (LT)—on the apex of metatibia, 
eventually in two groups of internal (Ti) and external (Te) spines separated with a diastemma (Ti-Te)) / on the apex 
of first metatarsomere (Mt1) / on the apex of second metatarsomere (Mt2).

Modern world biogeographic divisions follow Holt et al. (2013). Palaeobiogeographic divisions for the Eocene 
based on Meyen (1987) and Akhmet’ev (2004), modified and updated with data and interpretations from Akhmet’ev 
& Zaporozhets (2014), Herold et al. (2014), de Bruyn et al. (2014) and Baatsen et al. (2020).

Both specimens come from the Eocene Baltic amber, from the area of Gulf of Gdańsk, most probably from 
the deposit in Sambian Peninsula, at Yantarnyi (Palmnicken). Baltic amber has been a subject of longstanding 
debates about its botanical origin, formation and age, about its accumulation and origin of its deposits. The biggest 
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concentration of amber in the deposit, in the Gulf of Gdańsk (Sambian Peninsula to Chłapowo), is definitively 
secondary one. For the discussion on age of the Baltic amber and its deposits see e.g., Szwedo & Drohojowska 
(2016), Wolfe et al. (2016), Kosmowska-Ceranowicz (2017), Grimaldi & Ross (2017), Bukejs et al. (2019).

Phylogenetic analyses. Morphological data were compiled into Nexus files using Mesquite v. 3.61 build 927 
(Maddison & Maddison 2019). The matrix was analysed using TNT v.1.5 (Goloboff et al. 2008, Goloboff & Catalano 
2016), using Traditional Search option, with memory to store 99,999 trees, 10000 replications, with 100 trees to save 
per replication; utilizing tree-bisection-reconnection (TBR) algorithm and collapsing zero length branches, with 
Aphypia Melichar, 1908 (Plectoderini Fennah, 1950) designated as the outgroup. Equal weighting (EW) and implied 
weighting (IW) were used (Goloboff et al. 2008, Congreve & Lamsdell 2016), with concavity (k) values tested 
from 3 to 12 for IW analyses (Goloboff et al. 2018). The trees which maximize the concave function of homoplasy 
resolve character conflict in favour of the characters which have more homology (less homoplasy) and imply that 
the average weight for the characters is as high as possible. Though originally proposed with a severe weighting 
of k=3, more ‘gentle’ concavities (e.g., k=12) seems to be suitable for morphological matrices comprising fossils 
(Goloboff et al. 2018). Branch support values were estimated using 10,000 bootstrap replicates. Obtained trees were 
viewed and had their features studied using WinClada 1.00.08 and ASADO 1.61 with Unambiguous Changes, Fast 
Optimization (ACCTRAN) and Slow Optimization (DELTRAN) options (Nixon 2002, 2004; Agnarsson & Miller 
2008). Final tree files were adjusted using CorelDraw X7 package. Clades are named according to convention 
proposed by Amorim (1982).

Systematic palaeontology

Order Hemiptera Linnaeus, 1758

Suborder Fulgoromorpha Evans, 1946

Superfamily Fulgoroidea Latreille, 1807

Family Achilidae Stål, 1866

Subfamily Achilinae Stål, 1866

Tribe Achilini Stål, 1866

1866 Achilida: Stål, p. 130, 181 [family]
1904 Achilini: Sweezey, p. 20 [tribe]
1950 Elidipterini: Fennah, p. 14, 22 [tribe]
1992 Alidipterini [sic!] Fennah, 1950: Yemel’yanov, p. 61 (Emeljanov 1992) [tribe]

Gedanochila Brysz et Szwedo, gen. nov.

Type species. Gedanochila museisucini Brysz et Szwedo sp. nov.; by present designation and monotypy.
Etymology. Generic name is derived from Latin name of the city of Gdańsk ‘Gedanum’ and achilid planthopper 

generic name Achila. Gender: feminine.
Diagnosis. Vertex distinctly wider than long; separated by a transverse carina from frons, trigons absent; in lateral 

view the angle between vertex and frons blunt; loral suture oblique; labium short, reaching metacoxae. Pronotal disc 
elevated, arcuate, with lateral margins carinate; post-ocular carina absent. Metatibia with lateral spine at ⅔ from 
base, with 10 apical teeth (some slightly shifted from base), basimetatarsomere longer than combined length of mid- 
and apical metarsomeres, with subapical setae, midmetatarsomere with subapical setae. Stem ScP+R+MP leaving 
basal cell with a short common stalk. Stem MP forked at level of claval apex (stem MP forked apicad of claval apex 
in Achilus Kirby, 1818, Olmiana Guglielmino, Bückle et Emeljanov, 2010 and Ouwea Distant, 1907); stalk CuA2 
before fork on membrane short (in Achilus stalk CuA2 long before fork on membrane), with two terminals (as in 
Olmiana and Achilus).
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Age and occurrence. Lutetian, Eocene, Baltic amber, Gulf of Gdańsk area, secondary deposit. 
Note. The new genus is placed in Achilini based on set of characters recognized by Emeljanov (1992): medium 

size, not enlarged or broadened head, prolonged frons with sides (sub)parallel, comparatively large pronotum, wider 
than head with compound eyes, disc of vertex carinate, tegmina slopingly tectate, with basal portion of costal margin 
arcuately convex, with enlarged costal cell, short common stem ScP+R+MP, stigmal area with crossveins, both 
branches of CuA forked on membrane, hind wing with RP branched, MP 3-branched, CuA 4-branched, metatibia 
with single lateral tooth in distal ⅓, basi- and midmetatarsomeres with subapical setae. See also discussion below.

Gedanochila museisucini sp. nov.
(Figs 1–5)

FIGURE 1. Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. Holotype. A, Anterior portion of body in dorsal view; B, Head capsule in 
frontal view; C, Head capsule in frontolateral view; D, Tip of metatibia and metatarsus. Scale bar 1 mm.
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Etymology. Specific epithet derived from Greek museion—museum, and Latin sucinus—amber, and refers to the 
Museum of Amber in Gdańsk.

Type material. Holotype. Specimen No. MHMB-827, deposited in Museum of Amber—Department of 
Museum of Gdańsk, Gdańsk, Poland. Piece of Baltic amber, with inclusion partly covered by milky veil and other 
impurities, which cover part of the head, most of the abdomen and parts of legs. Paratype. Specimen No. GPIH-
SBS-0424, deposited in Centrum für Naturkunde (CeNak), Geologisch-Paläontologisches Institut der Hamburg 
Universität. Piece of amber, with inclusion partly covered with milky veil ventrally, right tegmen on layer with some 
mineral impurities (markasite?), one proleg detached; syninclusions: Microlepidoptera; isolated leg of Diptera (?).

Diagnosis. As for genus and in addition: pronotum 3.5× as wide as long, tegmen with cell C5 slightly longer 
than cell C1; metatibio-tarsal formula LT2-10/Mt1-9(7)/Mt2-7(5); body dark, tegmina light, with regular colour 
pattern, with dark border at the tip and pterostigmal area, and two series of dots: three parallel to margin on costal 
cell, in the basal part of the wing and two on radial and median cells respectively, at basal ⅓ of tegmen.

Description. Coloration. Body dark; tegmina light, with regular colour pattern (Figs. 3A, 4E-H, 5A), with dark 
border at the tip and pterostigmal area, and two series of dots: three parallel to margin on costal cell, in the basal part 
of the wing and two on radial and median cells respectively, at basal ⅓ of tegmen.

Head. Head with compound eyes narrower than pronotum, about 0.6 as wide as pronotum. Vertex 2.5× as wide 
as long in mid line. Anterior margin of vertex widely arcuately angulate, smoothly transiting to lateral margins, 
lateral margins diverging posteriad; posterior margin arcuately incised, reaching level of 1/3 of compound eye 
length; all margins carinate; disc of vertex depressed, flat, with median carina widened at base, not reaching half 
of vertex length (Figs 1A, 3A, 4E-H, 4A, B). Frons in mid line 1.2× as long as clypeus, 1.2× as long as wide, 
subrectangular, with lateral margins slightly arcuate, slightly diverging ventrad; widest at level of antennal bases, 
laterally carinate; median carina distinct, reaching frontoclypeal suture. Frontoclypeal suture widely angulate. 
Postclypeus with distinct median carina, lateral carinae as prolongation of lateral margins of frons, converging 
ventrad, but not fused, anteclypeus about 2× as long as wide at base (Figs. 1B, C, 4A, 5D). Rostrum reaching 
slightly behind base of metacoxae, apical segment longer than subapical one. Suture between gena and loral plate 
oblique. Compound eye with ventral incision, without subocular callosity. Lateral ocellus placed at level of lower 
margin of compound eye. Base of antenna below compound eye, scapus short, pedicel truncately subglobose, base 
of flagellum slightly inflated, flagellum about 4× as long as pedicel (Figs. 1B, C, 2B, 3A, 5C, D).

Thorax. Pronotum 3.5× as wide as long; disc in shape of depressed arch, elevated, not concave; lateral carinae 
not reaching posterior margin; posterior margin elevated, incised with an angle ~120 degrees. Mesonotum 1.2× as 
wide as long, slightly humpy anteriorly, then sunken after half of its length, scutellum depressed; median carina not 
entering scutellum, lateral carinae full and straight (Fig. 1A, 3A, 4E-H, 5A, B)).

Metatibia with single lateral spine at ⅔ of its length and with 10 apical teeth (6 in arcuate row and 4 based 
slightly above them). Basimetatarsomere with row of 9 apical teeth, basimetatarsomere distinctly (ca. 1.5×) longer 
that combined length of mid- and apical metatarsomeres; midmetarsomere with row of 7 apical teeth; basi- and 
midmetatarsomeres bearing subapical setae, except lateral teeth. Metatibiotarsal formula LT2-10/Mt1-9(7)/Mt2-
7(5) (Fig. 1D, 4B-D, 5E).

Tegmina and wings. Tegmina 3× as long as wide; costal margin (fused veins Pc+CP+CA) curved at base than 
straight, strengthened at base, basal portion of Pc+CP carinate; anteroapical angle acutely rounded, posterior margin 
obliquely convex, posteroapical angle widely angulate, tornus merely convex; angle between A2 and tornus ca. 160°. 
Basal cell narrow, about 4× as long as wide, tapered apicad. Longitudinal veins elevated, stem ScP+R+MP leaving 
basal cell with a short common stalk, about ½ length of basal cell, stem ScP+R forked at about 1/3 of tegmen length, 
slightly basad to CuA fork, basad of claval veins junction; single prenodal branching (forked on left tegmen); branch 
ScP+RA with 5-6 terminals; branch RP with 3 terminals; branch MP with 7 terminals. Claval veins connecting at the 
level of ScP+R fork, slightly basad to CuA fork. Veinlet mp4-cua vein basad to rp-mp1 r one. Basal cell 4× as long as 
wide; cell C1 more or less even in its width, curved; cell C5 lanceolate, with widened apical part. Cells C1/C3 length 
ratio 1.58; cells C1/C5 length ratio 0.98; apical line parallel to wing margin in apical part, then convex; apical cells 
narrow. Membrane covering about 40% of tegmen’s length (Fig. 2A, B; 3A, B, 4E-H, 5A, C).

Venation differs in both tegmina—left tegmen: branch RA with 7 terminals (6 terminals on right tegmen); RP 
with 4 terminals (3 terminals on right tegmen), branch MP1+2 forked slightly apicad of branch MP3+4 forking (branch 
MP1+2 forked much more basad of branch MP3+4 forking on right tegmen); branch MP4 forked twice, resulting in 8 
terminals of MP, with branching MP4b intercepted by terminal CuA1 in apical section (7 terminals of MP on right 
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tegmen); cell C3 closed with double crossvein near its base, at level of nodal line, cell C3a with crossvein in the 
middle, cell C4’ tapering and divided by a crossvein in apical part, cell C5 with one complete crossvein on the 
narrowing and one incomplete in basal part; right tegmen: RA with 5 terminals, additional recurrent vein between 
MP and CuA stems in cell C4, cell C1 with oblique additional veinlet before half of its length (Fig. 2A, B; 3A).

Hind wing. Anteroapical angle widely angulate. ScP+RA single reaching margin distinctly basad of apex, 
branch RP vein with 2 terminals (3 terminals on the left hindwing), reaching margin basad of apex; stem MP with 3 
terminals (MP3+4 not branched), terminal MP2 forked before margin on left hind wing; branch CuA with 4 terminals, 
CuA1 forked, CuA2 single, CuP not branched. Veinlet rp-mp long, reaching stem MP slightly basad of MP forking, 
veinlet mp-cua1 merely basad of rp-mp veinlet, in line with stalk of CuA1b. Anal region not visible (Fig. 2C, D; 3A, 
B. 5A, C).

Age and occurrence. Lutetian, Eocene, Baltic amber, Gulf of Gdańsk area, secondary deposit. For the 
discussions on age of the Baltic amber and its deposits see e.g., Szwedo & Drohojowska (2016), Wolfe et al. (2016), 
Grimaldi and Ross (2017), Bukejs et al. (2019), Sadowski et al. (2017, 2020).

Phylogenetic analysis

Characters list

Head
1. Rostrum: 0—reaching to end of metacoxae; 1—reaching to base of metacoxae or shorter; 2—exceeding 

metacoxae
2. Vertex length/width ratio: 0—less than 2×; 1—equal or more than 2×
3. Shape of vertex: 0—trapezoid; 1—semicircular; 2—narrowly band-like
4. Lateral margins of frons in dorsal view: 0—strongly exceeding anterior margin of frons/vertex; 1—not 

exceeding anterior margin of frons/vertex
5. Posterior margin of vertex in lateral view: 0—elevated; 1—not elevated
6. Disc of vertex 0—not concave; 1—concave 
7. Lateral margins of frons: 0—margins not distinctly elevated; 1—margins elevated, foliate
8. Frons shape: 0—subquadrate; 1—subhexagonal
9. Frons length/width ratio: 0—up to 1.5; 1– over 1.6
10. Disc of frons: 0—flat; 1—concave
11. Clypeal suture: 0—straight; 1—arcuate; 2—arcuate, outstretched upwards
12. Disc of clypeus: 0—convex; 1—flat; 2—concave
13. Loral plates in frontal view: 0—not visible; 1—visible
14. Compound eye: 0—without antennal indentation; 1—with antennal indentation
15. Pedicel: 0—subglobose; 1—elongated, twice as long as wide

Pronotum
16. Pronotum: 0—normal sized, fully visible; 1—reduced in length, partially covered by vertex
17. Disc of pronotum in caudal view: 0—flat; 1—roof-like, medially elevated
18. Lateral carinae of pronotal disc: 0—straight; 1—curved
19. Pronotal median carina: 0—not elevated; 1—elevated, crest-like
20. Pronotal posterior margin in lateral view: 0—elevated; 1—not elevated
Mesonotum
21. Mesonotal lateral carinae: 0—straight; 1—curved; 2—S-like

Tegmen
22. Tegmen total length/width at claval apex: 0—up to 3×; 1—more than 3.1×
23. Pterostigmal crossveins: 0—all anterodistal; 1—not
24. RA terminals: 0—up to 4; 1—5; 2—more than 5
25. RP vein terminals: 0—1; 1—2; 2—3 or more
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26. MP vein terminals: 0—4-5; 1—3; 2—6 or more
27. Basal cell ratio: 0—less than 4×times as long as wide; 1—more than 4× as long as wide
28. Cell C1 in apical portion with borders: 0—converging apicad; 1—subparallel apicad
29. Cell C5 shape: 0—with margins subparallel; 1—lanceolate, with margins sigmoid
30. Membrane length: 0—more than 50% of forewing length; 1—less than 50%

Hind wing
31. Anastomosis of anal veins: 0—absent; 1—present 
32. Blind branches in anal veins anastomosis: 0—absent; 1—present
33. Median fold in hindwings: 0—present; 1—absent

Metalegs
34. Subapical setae present on metatarsomeres: 0—present; 1—absent
35. Subapical setae: 0—on both tarsomeres; 1—on mid-metatarsomere

Our first analysis was based only on taxa ascribed to the subtribe Achilina Stål, 1866 (i.e., genera Achilus 
Kirby, 1818, Flatachilus (Walker, 1858), Gedanochila gen. nov., Olmiana Guglielmino, Bückle et Emeljanov, 
2010 and Ouwea Distant, 1907) with 2 genera used as outgroups: Aphypia Melichar, 1908 as a representative of 
tribe Plectoderini (subfamily Myconinae), and Cixidia Fieber, 1866 as representative of presumed sister subtribe—
Cixidiina Emeljanov, 1992 (Achilini Stål, 1866).

Due to unresolved basal polytomy, the matrix was expanded with one more outgroup, the genus Apateson 
Fowler, 1900 from different subfamily (Apatesoninae), together with other representatives of Achilinae subfamily: 
2 representatives of other Achilini subtribes—extinct Angustachilus Lefebvre, Bourgoin et Nel, 2007 of subtribe 
Cixidiina, and extant genera Faventilla Metcalf, 1948 and Parelidiptera Fennah, 1950 of subtribe Elidipterina; as 
well as other extinct genera from the Eocene Baltic amber placed as Achilini incertae sedis—Paratesum Emeljanov 
et Shcherbakov, 2009, Protepiptera Usinger, 1940, Protomenocria Emeljanov et Shcherbakov, 2009 and Psycheona 
Emeljanov et Shcherbakov, 2009. Full matrix is presented in Table 1.

New Technology Search with equal weighting resulted in 4 trees, 131 steps long, consistency index Ci = 32, 
retention index Ri = 40. Resulting strict consensus tree is poorly resolved, 167 steps long, Ci = 25, Ri = 16, with 
topology [Apateson + [Flatachilus + [Protomenocria + [[Protepiptera,Achilus, Olmiana, Ouwea, Gedanochila, 
Faventila, Parelidiptera, Cixidia, Angustachilus, Psycheona + [Aphypia + Paratesum]]]]]. Resulting majority 
rule tree is also poorly resolved, 153 steps long, Ci = 27, Ri = 25, with topology [Apateson + [Flatachilus + 
[Protomenocria + [[Aphypia + Paratesum] + [[Achilus, Olmiana, Ouwea, Faventila, Parelidiptera, Cixidia, 
Angustachilus, Psycheona + [Protepiptera Gedanochila, Angustachilus]]]]]].

New Technology Search with implied weighting and various values of parameter k (concavity), between 3 and 
12, these analyses resulted in single trees. The most parsimonious tree received, with k parameter 12 is presented 
in Fig. 6A. It is 131 steps long, consistency index 32, retention index 40, and high number of characters revealed 
as homoplastic. The extinct genus Paratesum, placed originally in Achilini, appeared as sister to genus Aphypia 
(Plectoderini)—Aphypia+ clade, supported only by homoplastic characters. The clade uniting other extinct genera 
(except Protomenocria) and representatives of Recent Achilini (Angustachilus+) is supported by synapomorphies 
9(0), 12(1) and 20(1). Two clades are present, first supported only by homoplastic characters with [Angustachilus 
+ [Protepiptera + Gedanochila]]—extinct genera and second clade Ouwea+, supported by single synapomorphy 
13(1). This clade contains [Ouwea + [Faventila + Parelidiptera]] supported by single synapomorphy 34(1) [Cixidia 
+ [Olmiana + [Achilus + Psycheona]]], supported by homoplastic characters. For all nodes bootstrap values are 
low.

If our analysis supports Achilini monophyly, the subtribal divisions proposed by Emeljanov is not recovered. 
This could be explained by high load of homoplastic characters. Diagnostic features proposed for the subtribes by 
Emeljanov (1992) seems to be useful for recognition of taxa, but not for phylogenetic reconstructions. Perhaps, a 
larger analysis including all genera might also result with another topology, however many genera placed in Achilini, 
especially in Elidipterina, remain very weakly known in terms of their characters, often also from singletons only 
in the collections.
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FIGURE 2. Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. Holotype. A, left tegmen; B, right tegmen; C, right hind wing ventral 
view. D, left hind wing, dorsal view. Scale bar 2 mm 
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FIGURE 3. Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. Holotype. A, General dorsal view; B, General ventral view. Scale bar: 2 
mm.
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FIGURE 4. Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. Holotype. A, Face; B, Apex of right metatibia and metatarasus; C, Right 
metatarsus; D, Left metatarsus; E-H, Anaglyph images of the specimen in dorsal view. Scale bars: 0.5 mm for A-D; 2 mm for 
E-H.
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FIGURE 5. Gedanochila museisucini gen. et sp. nov. Paratype. A, General dorsal view. B, Anterior portion of body, laterodorsal 
view; C, Ventral view; D, Face and rostrum; E, Metatarsi. Scale bar 2 mm for A, C, 1 mm for B, D, E.

Discussion

The newly described genus Gedanochila gen. nov. fits quite well among other genera placed in Achilini, which 
is corroborated by the results of the analysis. However, its relationships with the other genera placed in the tribe 
need further investigation. Gedanochila gen. nov. clearly differs from the other extinct Achilini genera from Baltic 
amber, by the combination of characters of head capsule, pronotum and details of tegmen venation. In some respect, 
the tegmen of Gedanochila gen. nov. resembles that of Protomenocria, with clearly separated prenodal branch of 
ScP+RA, but clearly differs by presence of short common stalk of ScP+R+MP (present also in Ouwea, Protepiptera, 



GEdANOCHILA GEN. NOV. OF ACHILIDAE FROM BALTIC AMBER Zootaxa 5125 (3) © 2022 Magnolia Press  ·  307

Angustachilus, Cixidia and Achilus). Slightly sigmoid stem MP in Gedanochila gen. nov. also resembles the pattern 
in Ouwea, but also in Paratessum. Other character similar in Ouwea and Gedanochila gen. nov. is the shape of cell 
C5 of the tegmen, with narrow section in the middle. In the genus Psycheona the basal portion of cell C5 is distinctly 
wider than the apical one, slightly similar pattern with wider basal section of cell C5 and narrowing apicad section, 
as in Gedanochila gen. nov. and Psycheona is observed also in the genera Angustachilus and Protoepiptera, but 
no to such extent with narrower median portion or distinctly narrower apical section. Another character present in 
Ouwea and Gedanochila gen. nov., but not in the other genera under consideration is short common stalk of CuA2 
branching on membrane, apicad of apical line of veinlets. More basal fusion of claval veins Pcu and A1 is also shared 
by Ouwea and Gedanochila gen. nov. Metathoracic wing, apart from not seen in Gedanochila gen. nov. anal area, 
is very similar to that of Ouwea, with 2 branches of RP, 3 terminals of MP (MP3+4 not forked), four terminals of 
CuA.

Another point to notice, is presence of the small cells in Gedanochila gen. nov. left tegmen (not found on the 
right one), which may seem to be a developmental aberration. Interestingly similar small cells are present in the 
genus Ouwea, but such pattern has not been noted in any other recent taxa. This suggests, that this probably was 
caused by the same factors as other morphological abnormalities observed among the inclusions of the Eocene 
Achilidae taxa (Brysz & Szwedo, data not published).

The Achilini Stål, 1866 as tribe was delimited based on presence of special anastomosis of anal veins of the hind 
wing (Emeljanov 1992), however such anastomosis is present also in Achillini Emeljanov, 1991, differing by shorter 
rostrum, not reaching metacoxae, with apical segment considerably shorter than wide and presence of narrow costal 
area in tegmen (Emeljanov 1991). Both tribes are now placed in subfamily Achilinae Stål, 1866 (Bartlett et al. 
2018). The monophyly of Achilini is also supported also in our analysis by the elevation of posterior margin of 
vertex, the concave disc of vertex, and the elongate pedicel.

The subdivision of Achilini into three subtribes (Emeljanov 1992) is not strongly supported and seems to be 
artificial: Achilina Stål, 1866 was characterized by hind wings lacking median fold, branch A1a diverging from stem 
considerably distad of connection with A2 system of blind branches, with posterior branch of A2 far from 2nd anal 
fold and presence of subapical setae on midmetarsomere; Cixidiina Emeljanov, 1992 was characterized by hind 
wing with median fold present, separation of A1a at same level as connection with A2 system of blind branches 
and presence of subapical setae on basi- and midmetarsomere; Elidipterina Fennah, 1950 was characterized by 
irregular venation of MP and CuA on membrane of tegmina, no blind branches in anal system of hind wings, with 
posterior branch of A2 reaching margin at same place as 2nd anal fold (Fennah 1950, Emeljanov 1991, 1992). The 
analysis presented above suggests that the current subdivision of Achilini into subtribes should be discarded, and 
that only two lineages should be recognised. Interestingly, the genus Paratessum Emeljanov et Shcherbakov, 2009, 
places separately, although it was placed in Achilini on the distal forking of CuA2 on membrane (Emeljanov & 
Shcherbakov 2009). What is interesting also is Flatachilus clearly separating from the other Achilini, by its tegmen 
venational characters.

Geographic distribution of Achilini as whole and taxa placed in Achilina is quite unusual. The genera Achilus 
and Ouwea are found in Australian region (in case of Achilus also in Novozelandic region), Olmiana is known only 
from Neotropical region—Argentina and Chile (Guglielmino et al. 2010, Campodonico 2017) and Flatachilus from 
Panamanian region - Pará, Brazil (Bourgoin 2021). While some of the records cannot be precisely placed, the known 
data point to relict environments, such as Kuranda forest in Australia for Ouwea (Distant 1907) or Lanín National 
Park in Argentina and Nahuelbuta National Park for Olmiana (Guglielmino et al. 2010, Campodonico 2017). Some 
of the insects were found associated wih Nothofagus trees, which in general has a similar distribution with Achilina 
taxa, and is considered as a relic of Gondwana phytocenosis (van Steenis 1971, Knapp et al. 2005). However, such 
observations must be very carefully interpreted, as these ‘relic habitats’ have been shaped by many successive 
changes since the Gondwana. 

The distributional pattern of the Recent taxa placed in Cixidiina appears at first glance simple—Cixidia (Cixidia) 
Fieber, 1866 is known from northern parts of the Palearctic, while species of Cixidia (Epiptera) Metcalf, 1922 are 
present in Palaearctic, Nearctic and Saharo-Arabian regions. In addition, the only fossil placed to this subtribe—
Angustachilus from the Eocene Baltic amber is known from Boreal region of the Eocene epoch (Fig. 6B). A more 
complex image is presented by Elidipterina genera: Faventila and Paracatonidia (Oriental), Catonidia (Oriental and 
Australian), Booneta (Oceanian region), Uniptera (Nearctic), Elidiptera (Nearctic and Panamanian), Phradmonicus 
and Prinoessa (Panamanian), Messeis, Metaphradmon, Paraphradmon and Parelidiptera (Neotropical).
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FIGURE 6. Grouping of the analyzed Achilini genera (New Technology Search algorithm, implied weighting, fast optimization). 
Apomorphies—black circles, plesiomorphies—white circles; homoplastic characters—blue circles. Bootstrap values at the 
nodes. Distribution of Recent taxa according to zoogeographical divisions of Holt et al. (2013), distribution of extinct taxa 
according to proposals of Meyen (1987) and Akhmet’ev (2004), modified.

Conclusion

For most Achilini the biological data are scarce and their ecological requirements and biological interactions 
remain very weakly known. Such disjunct and (probably) relictual distributions are confounding and inspiring. 
Distributional patterns of recent and extinct taxa provide valuable insight into the spatial history of life over both 
short and long periods of geological time. The incorporation of fossil data into estimates of ancestral distributions 
will not only improve the accuracy of those estimates but also provide additional temporal context (Barden & Ware 
2017). Present-day distributions of organisms are the direct consequence of past instances of dispersal, vicariance, 
and extinction (Wiens & Donoghue 2004). A new fossil described above from inclusions in the Eocene Baltic amber 
allows to revisit the relationships of tribe Achilini and their past distribution, challenging its biogeographical pattern 
and its current classification.

Morphological characters of numerous Achilidae are still not sufficiently elaborated and recognized, as well 
as validity and importance of characters used for descriptions, identification and recognition of the groups. The 
knowledge of the recent taxa, their characters and morphological disparity, lack of modern studies and weak, 
insufficient descriptions influence the possibilities of reliable and full taxonomic and phylogenetic reconstructions. 
On the other hand, the long evolutionary history of the Achilini and Achilidae as whole and high rate of homoplastic 
characters observed among extinct and extant taxa is also very challenging in constructing the morphological 
matrices. Last, but not least, the lack of molecular background in reconstruction of relationships and phylogeny of 
Achilidae hampers the progress in research, testing and understanding of evolutionary traits and scenarios of the 
group.
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